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1, On balance, it seems to me there are more factors in favor 
of not repeat not going' to Hanoi than for going there unless you 
were to go with Thicu’s prior knowledge and acquiescence. On 
the negative side, I see the following considerations involved: 

-- There is a feeling shared by Thieu and others in the 
GVN that they have been to a degree shunted aside in 
the negotiations and have been relegated to a less important 
status than the DRV. Your going to Hanoi will augment 
this feeling. 

-- It can lead to a suspicion, if not on the part of Thieu 
at least fairly widely in the GVN and among the public, 
that it is evidence that we are determined to make a deal 


with the other side even at the GVN's expense. 

-- That it gives the DRV added stature at a time when 
they arc steadily losing ground on the battlefield. 

-- That if the DRV is really Willing to make some con- 
cessions in tl io interest of .getting a scttlcTnrciil;, it ‘will 
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be as ready to do so in Paris as in Hanoi, 

It might look to some particularly suspicious Viet- 
namese a little like the McGovern ploy of going to beg 


2 


for the release of prisoners. 

2, On the positive side are: 

-- The probability that our gaining the essential two 
or three weeks would be enhanced by going to Hanoi, 

-- The possibility that by going there youjnight get a 
more favorable decision more rapidly than by forcing 
Le Due Tho to go to Paris, 

3, You will know better than I how much weight to give to the 
Soviet view. On balance, if you feel that you can gain the necessary 
time I would greatly favor the Paris route. It will run less risk of 
causing apprehension, doubt and suspicion here. 

4, Warm regards. 


BUNKER 
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